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1. Thank you to all of you who were involved in the reaccreditation process of our Animal Care and Use Program with 

AAALAC International. We think that the review of our Program Description and in-person site visit both went very 
well! We will be hearing from AAALAC later this year after they have made a final determination on our continuing 
accreditation status. 

2. The next basic IACUC Seminar will be presented by the IACUC Chair through Zoom on October 22nd at 11AM. If 
you have not yet attended this seminar, you should have received an email notification from the IACUC Office on 
September 23rd with the Zoom link. Everyone working on an IACUC protocol is required to attend this seminar 
once. 

3. Remember that personnel conducting surgical procedures must only do so under direct PI/trainer supervision, 
until they successfully complete their evaluation for that procedure with the Attending Veterinarian (AV). 
Surgeons must contact the AV to schedule this once their PIs believe that direct supervision is no longer necessary. 

4. If you will be working in the field, it is highly recommended that you attend a Field Trip Planning Class and a Field 
Safety First Aid Class administered by UCSB EH&S. Space is limited so please register before attending. 

5. Researcher Training Checklists must be submitted electronically to the IACUC (iacuc@lifesci.ucsb.edu), followed by 
a discussion of the training with the IACUC Coordinator via Zoom. Remember that all new animal users must read 
the protocol(s) they will be working on PRIOR to submitting their Checklist to the IACUC Office. 

6. Please remember that all OHS evaluation forms are now to be sent directly to the OHS Physician at Sansum Clinic 
(address on the form). This process is unlikely to change until the UCSB campus returns to pre-pandemic 
conditions. The IACUC will still be notified of any recommendations and the outcome of evaluation. 

Important Changes to IACUC Guidelines and Procedures 
• Aseptic Rodent Surgery and Postoperative Care – Clarifying that surgeons using isoflurane should be familiar with 

the SOP and instruction manual for the use of the relevant instruments; and adding the recommendation that 
animals recently recovered from surgery be placed in a home cage with clean bedding 

• Training Requirements for Protocol Personnel – Clarifying that personnel performing post-operative care for 
rodents are required to complete the online “Aseptic Surgery” course through Citiprogram.org, as well as attend 
the Attending Veterinarian’s Rodent Surgery Seminar. We are hoping to schedule an offering of this Seminar 
during late fall quarter. 

Reminders Specifically for Principal Investigators 
1. If you are using animals that are unique/irreplaceable (e.g., some genetically manipulated strains), please contact 

the ARC to identify these animals so that they will be a high priority to be maintained, protected, or relocated in 
the event of a disaster. Each animal cage card has a box/field to indicate whether the animals housed in the cage 
are unique/irreplaceable. Identification of these animals will be important if there is a disruption of normal ARC 
operations and the staff need to prioritize animal care. Cryopreservation may also be an option to consider. 

2. If you receive a new award that involves your vertebrate animals, please remember to add this to the protocol(s) 
being funded through a modification. This can be handled administratively by the IACUC Office. 

3. If you are a PI that needs to obtain ARC access for a non-animal using collaborator (for non-hands on procedure 
training, equipment maintenance, etc.), please contact the IACUC Office well in advance to facilitate this situation. 
The collaborator will need to be accompanied by the PI or their designee at all times while in the ARC. 

4. Special/experimental feeds that are purchased for rodents housed in the ARC must be ordered through the ARC. 
Remember that special/experimental feeds must be autoclaved or irradiated prior to being fed to animals (this is 
often done by the manufacturer). Feeds must be offered to animals in clean, appropriately-sized feed 
dispenser/bowl to ensure that they have access to food that is not contaminated with feces or dirty bedding. 
Stocks of the feed should be delivered directly to the ARC so that they will be stored properly upon arrival.  

5. The IACUC determined that protocol applications that have been in the process of IACUC review for more than 2 
full quarters without significant progress by the PI, may be administratively withdrawn from review by the IACUC 
Office. The PI will be notified that the application must be resubmitted and go through the complete review 
process if the project will still be conducted.  
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