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1. We have received notice from AAALAC International that our renewal application for 
continued full accreditation has been approved - huge thanks to all of you who were 
involved in the reaccreditation effort last year!  

2. The Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) clearance notices for animal users will now be 
sent to users and their PIs using the UCSB Box service. Hard copies of the clearance notices 
will no longer be mailed to animal users by the OHS Physician at Sansum. The IACUC Office 
will use the Box service share feature to invite the animal user and their PI to view the file 
once it has been uploaded. These files will be deleted six years after the Physician’s review 
date. 

3. In an effort to reduce duplicative requirements and administrative burden for research 
facilities while continuing to ensure humane animal care, USDA-APHIS will no longer require 
annual reviews of protocols that use species regulated under the Animal Welfare Act. 
Rather, they now only require a complete review of the project once every three years, the 
same as OLAW. The UCSB IACUC has already implemented this change. 

4. If you will be working in a field setting, it is highly recommended that you first attend a Field Trip 
Planning Class and a Field Safety First Aid Class, both of which are administered by UCSB’s EH&S 
office. Space for these classes is limited so please visit the EH&S Field Safety page for class 
information and registration, as well as to access the many other tools that have been made 
available to improve safety in the field. 
 

Important Changes to IACUC Guidelines and Procedures 
• Rodent Breeding - Clarifying procedures for separating and weaning animals. 
• Evaluation of Concerns of Mistreatment of Animals or IACUC Protocol Non-compliance - 

Revising investigation report review process 
• Administration of Therapeutic or Experimental Substances to Animals, Including Non-

pharmaceutical-grade or Controlled Substances - Adding a statement that all viral vector 
formulations must be of suitable purity for injection into animals. 
 

Reminders Specifically for Principal Investigators 
1. When completing a renewal, it can be problematic to simply cut and paste from a previous 

application. Protocol questions change over time, the regulatory environment changes over 
time, and the general community's definition of best practices changes over time. Additionally, 
remember that the lay summary (Question 3) must be understandable to someone without an 
extensive scientific background, such as a first or second year university humanities major. Too 
technical of an answer will result in the need to re-write it.  

2. Please respond promptly to IACUC email inquiries. Delayed responses will delay action on 
your protocol or modification request and we are often working against tight deadlines on 
your behalf.  

3. For continuing education on a wide variety of vertebrate animal research topics, you and 
your lab members may consider visiting OLAW’s page on Webinars and Podcasts. Here, you 
can register for upcoming webinars or browse recordings of previously held webinars. 

4. Be sure that new animal users always use the current versions of the Researcher Training 
Checklist and OHS Form as the instructions and training procedures change over time. The 
current versions of forms are always accessible through the IACUC website or can be 
requested from the IACUC Office. 
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