
Does your proposed research involving secondary or existing data and/or 
biospecimens require review by the UCSB Human Subjects Committee (HSC)?

Are the data and/or specimens about or obtained from living individuals?

Project is Not 

Human Subjects 

Research

No ORahs application 

needed

 Are the specimens obtained from a 

producer or supplier of public use data; 

or

 Is all the information about the 

specimens and/or data available in the 

public domain?

Were/will the specimens or data (be) 
collected specifically for the research 

through an intervention or interaction with a 
living individual?

Project is Human Subjects 
Research 

ORahs application or 
documentation of IRB 

approval is required before 
research may commence

NO. Materials are from 
cadavers or deceased 
individuals

YES

NO

YES. 
Data is publically available

Can the provider:
• link the specimens/data directly; 

or 
• indirectly to identifiable living 

individuals?

Can the recipient*:
• link the specimens/data directly 

to living individuals; or 
• access study identifiers or the 

key to link back to the identifiers

Is the provider a collaborator in the 
recipient’s research? A collaborator 
is involved in the research through 

the design, conduct, or research 
reporting, listed on the research 
proposal, sharing authorship, or 

otherwise involved in the 
interactions, interventions of 

subjects on behalf of the recipient. 

YES.  
Provider is also a collaborator 

on the research project

NO. Data is de-identified.

YES

NO

YES

YES.
Recipient has access
to identifiers

NO. 
Provider has 
no role in the research

Contact the UCSB HSC Office if you need a formal non-human subjects research determination to 
supply to the data and/or specimen provider.

If acquiring the data or specimens requires a Data Use Agreement or Materials Transfer Agreement, 
please contact the Technology Industry and Alliance (TIA) Office.

*Examples where the recipient cannot link the data and/or biospecimens:
• The key to decipher the code is destroyed before the research begins
• The investigators and key code holder enter into an agreement preventing the release of the key
• There are IRB approved written policies/procedures for the repository preventing the release of 

the key
• There are other legal requirements for prohibiting the release of the key 

Graph adapted from 2019 NIH decision tree https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/hs/private-information-biospecimens-flowchart.pdf
and Cornell Decision Tree #2 https://researchservices.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/2019-05/IRB%20Decision%20Tree.pdf
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