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$184.5 MILLION TOTAL AWARDS
From July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, UC Santa Barbara received 

$136.4 M in direct and indirect federal funding*, which represents 

74% of the total sponsored project awards.
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PROFILES IN RESEARCH

Decline of Arctic Sea Ice

A new study by climate scientist Qinghua Ding 
and colleagues has found that natural variabil-
ity in the atmosphere over the Arctic Ocean is 
responsible for causing a substantial amount of 
summer sea ice loss--data which may help pre-
dict future conditions in Arctic seas as climate 
change opens up those waters in summer.

The Silk Industries of Medieval Paris

Drawing on the evidence of tax assessments, 
aristocratic account books, and guild statutes, 
historian Sharon Farmer explores the economic 
and technological contributions that Mediter-
ranean immigrants made to medieval Parisian 
society, adding new perspectives to our un-
derstanding of medieval French history, luxury 
trade, and gendered work.

Bridging the Internet Gap

Computer scientist Elizabeth Belding and 
colleagues design cutting-edge communication 
technologies to close the connectivity gap for 
disconnected Native American communities, 
working to develop the technology and services 
necessary to bring more reservation residents 
online, and to improve the Internet experience 
for rural residents behind slow connections. 



Teacher Education Research & 
Improvement Network

With the 2017 UC President’s Research Cata-
lyst Award, professor of education Tine Falk 
Sloan leads a nine-campus consortium to re-
search the efficacy of teacher preparation pro-
grams, create an infrastructure for statewide 
data collection, and serve the state through 
research on policy implementation.

μHammer

Researchers Kimberly Foster, Megan Valentine, 
and Adele Doyle use the world’s tiniest hammer 
to pursue a cellular-level understanding of what 
happens when force is applied to brain cells, 
gaining fundamental new insight into the causes 
and progress of brain injuries due to trauma.

Ancient Mayan Innovation

Professor Gerardo Aldana makes the case that 
the ancient hieroglyphic text known as the 
Dresden Codex Venus Table is both misunder-
stood and underappreciated, and represents 
a sophisticated innovation by the Mayans in 
mathematics and astronomy.
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